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At A Glance: 

Ecological Developments 
in May

Turkey saw widespread ecological 
degradation driven by state-backed 

mining, energy, and infrastructure projects 
that bypassed environmental regulations, 

threatening forests, water resources, 
agricultural lands, and cultural heritage 

sites. Over 15 mining and 13 energy projects 
faced ocal resistance, with communities 
organizing protests and legal actions to 

defend their environment. 

A Selection of News on Destruction and Resistance

4
On the Ground:

A Selection of News
Turkey witnessed intensified 

environmental destruction and resistance, 
including renewed dam and energy 

projects, illegal land seizures, large-scale 
deforestation, and a growing grassroots 

mobilizations from villagers, lawyers, and 
activists defending ecological and animal 

rights.
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Mining Projects 
More than 15 mining and energy projects across at least 12 provinces in Turkey faced public backlash and 
opposition from environmental organizations. Coal and gold mining, and oil exploration activities came to 
the forefront, while companies circumvented regulations through “EIA not required” decisions, turning 
forests, agricultural lands, and water resources into focal points of public resistance.

Several communities are resisting mining projects: 
•	 In Sivas, locals are challenging the approval of a marble quarry near Tekke village, citing threats to the 

Davulbaz Dam, a 700-year-old protected tree, and the Alevi spiritual site Samut Baba Tekke. 
•	 In Dersim, a proposed pumice quarry in the grazing lands of several villages is drawing backlash for 

encroaching on the revered Ağuçan and Üryan Xızır sanctuaries, especially poignant as communities 
prepare to commemorate the Sekasur Massacre. 

•	 In Balıkesir, mining companies like Koza and TÜMAD are accused of manipulating environmental 
regulations to avoid proper review or expand operations despite public opposition. 

•	 Elsewhere, in Sivas’ Zara district, Karabük’s Küre Mountains National Park, Hakkari’s Çemka village, 
and Ankara’s Gölbaşı, communities are staging protests and legal challenges to halt mining activities. 

Across these regions, affected residents emphasize their right to a healthy environment and are calling for 
protection of both nature and heritage against corporate and state-driven mining agendas.

Evrensel

I. 
At A Glance: Ecological Developments in May

https://pirha.org/sivas-tekke-koyundeki-mermer-ocagina-verilen-ced-raporu-durusmasi-goruldu-video-473446.html/29/04/2025/
https://pirha.org/dad-sekasur-katliami-buyuk-acimizdir-kum-ocagi-projesiyle-hafizamizdan-silinemeyecek-473877.html/02/05/2025/
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/552526/koza-altindan-yeni-ced-gerekli-degildir-oyunu-turpun-buyugu-balikesirde
https://pirha.org/zarada-ekolojik-eylem-doga-sirketlerin-kar-hirsina-kurban-edilemez-video-474464.html/05/05/2025/
https://www.birgun.net/haber/kure-milli-parki-yok-edilmesin-620563
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/hakkaride-koyluler-madene-karsi-direniste-205405
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/553664/ankarada-komur-ocagina-tepki-komure-degil-saglikli-yasama-ihtiyacimiz-var
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Energy Projects

At least 13 energy projects across 11 provinces in Turkey sparked 
controversy, public protests, and ecological concerns. These included 
2 hydroelectric power plant (HES) projects, 4 wind power plant (RES) 
projects, 6 solar energy (GES) projects, and 2 geothermal energy 
(JES) initiatives. Despite some cancellations, others resurfaced after 
prior rejections, intensifying local resistance.

•	 HES: Bodrum Barajı received a new “ÇED olumlu” (Environmen-
tal Impact Positive) decision despite a prior cancellation; Trabzon 
Uzungöl residents won a victory as the HES project was officially 
dropped.

•	 RES: Emergency expropriation orders were issued in four Kurd-
ish-majority provinces, while 38 turbines planned in Trakya’s 
forests raised alarms about water and forest loss.

•	 GES: From Mardin to Diyarbakır and Dersim, villagers staged 
multi-day protests against GES installations on pastures near set-
tlements. In Turgutlu and Ankara, GES plans endangered critical 
agricultural zones.

•	 JES: In Aydın, previously canceled JES projects in Kuyucak were 
revived, prompting villagers to prevent ÇED meetings. A new 
drilling operation in Germencik was approved without full environ-
mental assesment.

Deforestation and Environmental Pollution

Turkey experienced a surge in environmental degradation and defor-
estation, marked by government-backed development projects and 
systemic neglect of ecological protection. 

•	 Large-scale logging and construction projects continued in 
ecologically sensitive regions such as Bodrum, Antalya, and İzmir, 
often in the name of tourism. 

•	 In Hatay, deforestation escalated under the guise of “reconstruc-
tion” following the 2023 earthquake.

•	 Marmara region saw mounting marine mucilage, particularly 
around Erdek and Bandırma regions.

Many of these actions bypassed or outright violated environmental 
protection laws, as courts frequently ruled in favor of state agencies or 
companies. Despite this, ecological resistance intensified: activists, 
municipal councils, and citizens organized protests, filed lawsuits, and 
issued public statements to oppose tree cutting, water pollution, and 
the displacement of rural communities. 

https://www.evrensel.net/haber/552207/muglada-iptal-edilen-bodrum-baraji-projesi-yeniden-gundemde
https://www.birgun.net/haber/uzungole-iyi-haber-hes-yapilmayacak-620911
https://www.birgun.net/haber/uzungole-iyi-haber-hes-yapilmayacak-620911
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/274670?page=1&key=4352c281f3cbddd3ce57ff3be59afd61
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/274670?page=1&key=4352c281f3cbddd3ce57ff3be59afd61
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/trakyanin-ormanlari-icin-karar-gunleri-yaklasiyor-en-az-38-res-2335012
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/trakyanin-ormanlari-icin-karar-gunleri-yaklasiyor-en-az-38-res-2335012
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/553509/turgutluya-125-bin-ges-paneli-gediz-havzasi-icin-tehlike
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/limak-bu-koyu-kapatti-p177886
https://www.birgun.net/haber/iptal-edilen-proje-yeniden-hortladi-620853
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/553239/germencikte-yeni-bir-jeotermal-sondaji-icin-calisma-baslatildi
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/276739?page=1&key=3c4d7bb1e5ed07cb55a2c76c64adfb00
https://www.dha.com.tr/foto-galeri/mangalcinin-copu-driftcinin-lastik-izinin-harap-ettigi-yayla-bu-bahar-ciceksiz-kaldi-2630958
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/cesmede-kiyi-isgali-burasi-nadir-tarim-alanlarindan-biri-yikim-2334377
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/magaracikta-sirket-jandarma-esliginde-arazilere-girdi-205306
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/552955/musilaj-marmara-denizinde-etkisini-surduruyor-balikesirin-bandirma-ve-erdek-ilcelerinde-goruldu
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01.05.2025 
Dam project in Muğla, previously cancelled, 
being brought up once again
Çanakkale 
Evrensel
The positive Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) for a dam project, planned for forestry and 
agricultural land in Bodrum/Muğla, had previously 
been cancelled by a local court. Another positive 
EIA was released on April 29, following the deci-
sion of the Ministry of Environment, Urbanisation, 
and Climate Change, according to which many 
steps associated with the EIA process, including the 
initial meetings with locals, can be circumvented. 

Rushed land seizing for energy projects in Kurd-
istan
4 Kurdish Cities 
Mezapotamya Ajansi
Land seize acts related to wind and solar farms 
planned in four Kurdish cities, namely Bedlîs 
(Bitlis), Erzirom (Erzurum), Şirnex (Şırnak), and 
Colemêrg (Hakkari) came into force. 

02.05.2025 
Corporation, assisted by the gendarmerie, ille-
gally enters civilian premises  
Hatay, Samandağ 
Etha
In the Mağaracık neighborhood of Samandağ (Ha-
tay), civilian premises are being seized by private 
corporations. Hundreds of olive and citrus trees 
have already been cut in the areas designated for 
the Mass Housing Development Administration’s 
(TOKİ) construction project. The court had decid-
ed to stop the project’s execution in response to 
citizens’ litigation. Nonetheless, the corporation, 
accompanied by the gendarmerie, entered the prem-
ises, violating the court’s decision. Various environ-
mentalist and youth organizations have protested in 
Ankara and İstanbul against this process, justified 
under the rubric of “urgent land seize”.

Alevi communities resist mining project in Sa-
cred Dersim Region
Dersim
Pirha
In the Pertek district of Dersim, residents and Alevi 
organizations are opposing the construction of a 
pumice stone quarry in a region considered sacred 
by the Alevi faith. The proposed mining site lies 
between the Ağuçan and Üryan Xızır Ocaks, two 
spiritually significant locations, and affects the 
communal lands of four villages: Bargini, Zeve, 
Orcan, and Desiman. The Democratic Alevi Asso-
ciations (DAD) condemned the project, arguing it 
disrespects both their cultural memory—particularly 
the victims of the 1938 Sekasur Massacre—and the 
natural environment. Locals insist that “every inch 
of land is sacred” and vowed legal action to stop the 
project. Critics see the plan as part of a broader pat-
tern of ecological destruction and cultural erasure 
targeting the local population.

The monthly Polen Ekoloji Bulletin in English comprises a selection of news on environmental destruction 
and environmentalist resistance from the more comprehensive monthly bulletin in Turkish. Both bulletins 
are available here.

II. 
On the Ground: A Selection of News

“Defenders of the Right to Life” activists on hunger strike

https://www.evrensel.net/haber/552207/muglada-iptal-edilen-bodrum-baraji-projesi-yeniden-gundemde
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/274670?page=1&key=4352c281f3cbddd3ce57ff3be59afd61
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/magaracikta-sirket-jandarma-esliginde-arazilere-girdi-205306
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/276603?page=1&key=3c4d7bb1e5ed07cb55a2c76c64adfb00
https://pirha.org/pomza-kum-ocagini-yapmayi-dusundukleri-alan-agucan-ve-uryan-xizir-ocaginin-tam-ortasinda-kutsallarimiza-dokunulmasini-istemiyoruz-video-473494.html/30/04/2025/
https://www.polenekoloji.org/polen-bulten-mayis-2025/
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09.05.2025 
Plunder of Nature in Şirnex 
Gabar and Cudî, Şirnex
Mezapotamya Ajansi
Village guards, collaborating with the state, are 
plundering natural areas in Şirnex under the super-
vision of the Turkish army. Thousands of trees have 
been cut for purposes of mining and oil exploration 
as well as securing transport to newly-built military 
installations. The massacre of trees continued for 
days, and villagers were not allowed to approach 
the logging areas while tractors without license 
plates could freely drive in and out. Multiple neigh-
borhoods in the city of Şirnex were designated as 
“special security zones” for the period 12-26 May. 
This is the most recent episode of a process of 
natural plunder under the supervision of the Turk-
ish army that has been in place for four years, and it 
has been brought to Parliament once again by the 
Peoples’ Equality and Democracy Party (DEM). The 
enquiries as to whether it was legal for unauthorised 
individuals to clear-cut trees on a massive scale were 
left unanswered by the relevant ministries. While 
villagers and local environmentalist organizations 
are protesting against the process, despite being 
threatened by village guards, the planned massacre 
of trees is to be expanded to another quarter acre of 
land. 

 US oil company lusts after agricultural land
 Sur, Diyarbekir 
BirGun
The oil exploration project initiated by the US 
American TransAtlantic Petroleum in Sûr, Diyar-
bekir has triggered the reaction of citizens, environ-
mentalist organizations, and lawyers. The Ministry 
of Environment, Urbanisation, and Climate Change 
concluded that there is no need for an environmen-
tal impact assessment, upon which The Ecology 
Association and Diyarbekir Bar Organization have 
taken the issue to the court.

10–28.05.2025 
 TÜMAD expands mining operations despite 
local opposition and risk warnings
Balıkesir 
Mezapotamya Ajansi
TÜMAD Mining Company, affiliated with Nurol 
Holding, has long operated a gold and silver mine 
using cyanide in Madra Mountain, Değirmenbaşı 
village of İvrindi, Balıkesir. Amid growing concerns 
about irreversible environmental damage and water 
scarcity, the company seeks to expand its opera-
tions. A public consultation meeting was sched-
uled for May 27, but local villagers and ecological 
defenders were barred from entering the venue, 
which had been pre-filled with company-friendly 
participants. Previously, in May 2023, 372 villagers 
from Değirmenbaşı had filed a complaint with the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (EBRD), which had financed TÜMAD with 
$90 million. An oversight team visited the site and 
met with locals, but many villagers later withdrew 
their complaints due to fears of being blacklisted for 
jobs at the mine. Environmental activists now warn 
that the capacity expansion could lead to a disaster 
similar to the İliç cyanide spill.

16.05.2025
Environmental Engineers Rebuke Their Presi-
dent Over Gaziemir Radioactive Waste Claims
Izmir
Evrensel
The İzmir branch of Turkey’s Chamber of Environ-
mental Engineers has denounced national president 
Ahmet Kırmızı’s recent claims that the Gaziemir 
radioactive waste site is “in very good condition.” In 
a public statement, the branch said his remarks ig-
nore years of scientific monitoring and downplay the 
ongoing environmental hazards at the site, where 
hazardous and radioactive materials have been 
mishandled since at least 2012. They criticized the 
lack of transparency, proper risk assessment, and 
accountability, calling for the president to reveal the 
basis for his claims and for those responsible to face 
consequences.

https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/275479?page=1&key=4352c281f3cbddd3ce57ff3be59afd61
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/275567?page=1&key=4352c281f3cbddd3ce57ff3be59afd61
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/275674?page=1&key=da6fa536bb9f377ab216791d1450e311
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/276009?page=1&key=3c4d7bb1e5ed07cb55a2c76c64adfb00
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/276009?page=1&key=3c4d7bb1e5ed07cb55a2c76c64adfb00
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/276627?page=1&key=3c4d7bb1e5ed07cb55a2c76c64adfb00
https://www.birgun.net/haber/abdli-sirket-tarim-alanlarina-goz-dikti-624346#google_vignette
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/275569?page=1&key=4352c281f3cbddd3ce57ff3be59afd61

https://www.evrensel.net/haber/553992/cmo-izmir-subesi-gaziemir-radyoaktif-atik-sahasi-hakkinda-aciklama-yapti
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16.05.2025 
Urgent land seize acts
9 different cities 
Sendika.org
On May 16, various real estates in nine cities (İstanbul, Ankara, Çorum, Antalya, Aydın, Denizli, Eskişehir, 
Sivas, Diyarbekir) were subjected to urgent land seize acts through a presidential decree. The real estates 
will be transferred to the Energy Market Regulatory Authority (EPDK) to be used in various energy proj-
ects.

22.05.2025
Toxic waste from mine pollutes waterway
Giresun
Mezapotamya Ajansi
In Doğankent, Giresun, toxic waste from a copper mine operated by Alagöz Mining—owned by AKP MP 
Cantürk Alagöz—continues to be discharged into local rivers. Since 2007, heavy metals and chemicals from 
the mine’s waste ponds have rendered regional water sources unusable, threatening both ecosystems and 
public health. Despite repeated complaints, only minor fines have been issued, and a second waste pond was 
reportedly constructed without a required Environmental Impact Assessment. The polluted water flows into 
Harşit River, eventually reaching the Black Sea, and also contaminates a nearby dam that feeds local drink-
ing water. 

23.05.2025
Defenders of the Right to Life began a hunger strike
 İzmir, İstanbul, Eskişehir 
Sendika.org
Animal rights activits, also known as the “Defenders of the Right to Life” started a hunger strike on May 
23 in protest of the law related to the removal of stray animals. The strikers demand the repeal of the law, 
also referred to as the “massacre law”, which allows stray animals to be placed in shelters and systematically 
euthanized. Following the refusal of the request to repeal the law by the Supreme Court on May 7, activists 
began a hunger strike to draw attention to the violation of the right to life as well as the miserable conditions 
under which animals are kept in shelters, subject to hunger, thirst, and diseases. 

28.05.2025
Deadly Mine Blast in Sivas Sparks Protest Against Unchecked Mining
Sivas
Sendika.org
Following a fatal explosion at a coal mine in Sivas’ Zara district that killed one Iranian worker and injured 
two others, the Sivas Environmental Platform held a protest denouncing the profit-driven negligence of 
mining companies. The group accused firms of exploiting legal loopholes and political backing to expand 
operations at the expense of worker safety and the environment, drawing parallels to past disasters in Soma 
and İliç. The mine, operating without proper permits and using illegal explosives to meet soaring produc-
tion targets, had increased its output tenfold over the past decade, prompting locals to demand an immedi-
ate halt to mining activities before another tragedy occurs.

https://sendika.org/2025/05/enerjide-acele-kamulastirma-kararlari-726500
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/276733?page=1&key=3c4d7bb1e5ed07cb55a2c76c64adfb00
https://sendika.org/2025/05/yasam-hakki-savunuculari-aclik-grevine-basladi-katliam-yasasina-karsi-yasami-savunuyoruz-726893
https://sendika.org/2025/05/sivasta-maden-patlamasi-eylemi-yeni-somalar-ilicler-zaralar-yasamamak-icin-madencilik-faaliyetleri-durdurulmali-727111
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