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At A Glance:
Ecological Developments
in July

Turkey witnessed a dramatic rise in
wildfires and drought in July. There
has been a growing resistance to
the controversial Omnibus Bill, and
intensifying local opposition to destructive
mining and energy projects.

4
On the Ground:
A Selection of News

Widespread wildfires, state-backed
deforestation, and legal battles over
destructive mining projects marked July.
Urgent nationalizations and controversial
developments raised public concern over
escalating ecological destruction.



I.
AtA Glance: Ecological Developments in July

Wildfires and Droughts

July saw an alarming escalation in both wildfires and drought across Turkey, signaling the deepening im-
pacts of climate change and environmental mismanagement.

At the start of the month, over 342 fires broke out within five days, with inadequate state response sparking
widespread criticism. Nationwide, more than 3.100 fires were recorded in the first seven months of the year,
a quarter of which occurred within just ten days. Public concern grew over possible causes, ranging from
negligence to sabotage, with several arrests made but little transparency offered.

Meanwhile, drought conditions reached critical levels in several key ecosystems:

* In Hatay, the Milleyha Bird Paradise dried up, destroying the habitat of over 300 bird species.

e In Bursa, the Karasu Stream, which feeds Lake iznik, ran dry, threatening the region’s agriculture.

* [Eber Lake in Afyonkarahisar, once the twelfth largest in the country, has nearly vanished due to over-ir-
rigation and climate stress, endangering both fishing and farming livelihoods.

* In Sirnak, a 40-year-old man-made pond dried up under extreme heat, resulting in one of the region’s
largest recorded fish die-offs.

*  Yalova’s Hersek Lagoon also faced a dual threat of drought and mucilage, causing a sharp decline in bird
populations and putting migratory pathways at risk.

Milleyha Bird Paradise, Hatay (BirGun)
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https://www.evrensel.net/haber/559582/turkiyede-5-gunde-342-yangin-cikti-6-yangina-mudahale-suruyor
http://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/280972
http://www.birgun.net/haber/hataydaki-milleyha-kus-cenneti-kurudu-636921
http://www.evrensel.net/haber/560923/iznik-golunu-besleyen-karasu-deresi-tamamen-kurudu
http://www.evrensel.net/haber/562221/eber-golu-yok-olmanin-esigine-geldi
http://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/282413
http://www.evrensel.net/haber/562373/hersek-lagununde-kuraklik-ve-musilaj-tehdidi

Omnibus Bill

Widespread opposition mounted against the government’s new Om-
nibus Bill, which grants expanded privileges to mining companies and
threatens agricultural, forested, and communal lands across Turkey. In
Mugla, the bill endangers 48 villages, particularly those reliant on olive
cultivation and farming, sparking fears of land dispossession and water
contamination. Protests intensified nationwide, with 64 organiza-
tions —including villagers and ecological groups— gathering in front of
Parliament in Ankara to denounce the legislation. They warned that the
bill would deepen poverty, displace rural communities, and exacerbate
water scarcity. Legal professionals also raised alarm: the Ankara Bar
Association labeled the law a “tragedy for environmental law,” citing
its contradiction with climate goals and its revival of previously an-
nulled provisions through unconstitutional means. Meanwhile, in the
wake of the bill’s passage, mining company Tiiprag began exploratory
activities in the highlands of Rize, prompting immediate resistance
from locals. Villagers from regions like Datca and Kinik joined the out-
cry in Ankara, warning that the law enables the handover of pastures,
forests, and farmland to corporations, calling for collective resistance
against the ongoing assault on nature.

Energy Projects

In July, communities across Turkey mobilized against a wave of con-
troversial energy projects, voicing growing concern over their environ-
mental, social, and legal implications.

* In Sirnak, a series of dam and hydropower (HES) projects, in-
cluding the Nerdiis and Hézil streams, drew sharp opposition for
threatening agricultural lands. forests. and archacological sites.
Local residents, legal groups, and ecological organizations filed
official objections, warning that these developments—many fast-
tracked without proper environmental assessments—would destroy
ecosystems and displace entire villages.

* Similar protests erupted along Zoré Creek at the Diyarbakir-Bitlis
border, where residents marched against a planned HES project
that would devastate thousands of acres of farmland and forest,
potentially emptying nearby villages.

Meanwhile, geothermal energy (JES) projects also came under fire:

* InMersin’s Anamur district, villagers secured a legal victory as
courts canceled two JES projects that threatened groundwater and
biodiversity.

* InAvdin’s Germencik, resistance grew against three new geother-
mal plants planned dangerously close to residential areas and olive
groves, with locals citing risks to both health and agriculture.
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https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/torba-yasa-mugla-da-48-koyu-tehdit-ediyor-2416526
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/281973
https://sendika.org/2025/07/ankara-barosundan-zeytinlik-aciklamasi-ve-erdogana-cagri-iklim-kanunu-ile-uyumlu-bilimsel-surec-yeniden-baslatilmali-730008
https://sendika.org/2025/07/ankara-barosundan-zeytinlik-aciklamasi-ve-erdogana-cagri-iklim-kanunu-ile-uyumlu-bilimsel-surec-yeniden-baslatilmali-730008
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/562277/maden-yasasi-gecti-maden-sirketleri-koylere-indi-en-hizlisi-tuprag
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/562277/maden-yasasi-gecti-maden-sirketleri-koylere-indi-en-hizlisi-tuprag
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/562304/topragini-korumak-icin-ankaraya-gelenler-anlatiyor-once-mulksuzlestirildik-simdi-nefesimiz-kesiliyor
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/562304/topragini-korumak-icin-ankaraya-gelenler-anlatiyor-once-mulksuzlestirildik-simdi-nefesimiz-kesiliyor
http://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/search/content/view/280713?page=1&key=055d696e9d2b742661f3799cf35f16fc
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/nerdusdeki-proje-bolgeyi-canlilar-icin-yasanmaz-hale-getirecek/
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/sirnexliler-bakanlik-onunde-baraj-projelerinin-iptal-edilmesini-istedi/
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/sirnexliler-bakanlik-onunde-baraj-projelerinin-iptal-edilmesini-istedi/
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/nerdusdeki-proje-bolgeyi-canlilar-icin-yasanmaz-hale-getirecek/
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/nerdusdeki-proje-bolgeyi-canlilar-icin-yasanmaz-hale-getirecek/
https://ozgurgelecek55.net/diyarbakirda-hes-projesine-karsi-yuruyus-yasam-alanlarimizi-terk-etmeyecegiz/
https://www.birgun.net/haber/anamurda-direnen-koyluler-kazandi-637377
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/germencikte-jes-israri-yasam-alanlarina-ve-dogaya-tehdit/

II.
On the Ground: A Selection of News

The monthly Polen Ekoloji Bulletin in English comprises a selection of news on environmental destruction
and environmentalist resistance from the more comprehensive monthly bulletin in Turkish. Both bulletins

are available here.

01.07.2025-26.07.2025
Wildfires

July 1: 342 wildfires broke outin Turkiye in 5
days: 6 of them are still being intervened
Evrensel

Minister of Agriculture and Forestry ibrahim Yu-
makl1 has stated that 342 wildfires have broken out
in the country since Friday, and 6 of them still are
not under control.

July 6: 3.181 wildfires broke outin the last 7
months

Mezopotamya News Agency

The Directorate of Communications has announced
that 1.351 wildfires and 1.830 other types of fires
have broken out in Turkiye since the beginning of
2025; 25% of these have broken out in the last 10
days.

July23: 61 Firesin 18 Days, 4 People Arrested
Aru Gercek

Interior Minister Yerlikaya announced that 23
people were detained and 4 arrested in connection
with 61 forest fires over the past 18 days. No details
were shared about the causes of the fires, prompting
public debate over possible negligence or sabotage.

July26: Deadly Fire in Eskisehir Raises Suspi-
cions

Eskisehir

Mezopotamya News Agency

A massive fire in Eskisehir that killed 10 people
raised concerns about its connection to mining
activities. Cevat Aydemir from the Eskisehir Ecolo-
gy Association noted that 81% of the affected area
had been designated as a mining zone. The associa-
tion called on the government to provide a credible
public explanation regarding the fire.

04.07.2025
Alunkéy Cove in Urla faces closure threat: Shores
cannotbe sold
Izmir
BirGiin
It has been revealed that Egeyapi Europe Real
Estate Construction Undertaking Investment Joint
Stock Company wants to rent the seashore for a full
closure. It has been decided that it is against the law
for the region, which has an agricultural value, and is
registered as a forest with a court order, to become a
site of construction.

Residents and firefighters attempt to extinguish a wildfire as
smoke and flames rise from a forested area in Bursa © Onur
Yurtsever, AFP.
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https://www.evrensel.net/haber/559582/turkiyede-5-gunde-342-yangin-cikti-6-yangina-mudahale-suruyor
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/280972
https://artigercek.com/yasam/18-gunde-61-orman-yangini-cikti-4-kisi-tutuklandi-337512h
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/282864
https://www.polenekoloji.org/polen-bulten-mayis-2025/
https://www.birgun.net/haber/urla-altinkoy-koyu-na-kapanma-tehdidi-kiyilar-satilamaz-635848

09.07-21.07.2025
Omnibus Bill

July 9: The Bill Threatens 48 Villages in Mugla

Mugla

Cumhuriyet

The latest omnibus bill that is brought to the Turkish Parliament grants new privileges to mining companies
seriously threatens 48 villages and their means of livelihood in Mugla. If the bill becomes law, olive groves
and other agricultural lands will be opened for mining activities. Environmental organizations and the local
public are outraged that this bill will pave the way for ecological destruction and demolish their homeland.
They also underline that this bill has rulings in favor of mining companies and ignores public welfare.

July 16: Protesters at the Parliament in Ankara

Mezopotamya News Agency

64 organizations, environmentalists and peasants, organized a rally next to the Parliament against a the new
omnibus bill. Protesters emphasized that the new law would destroy the land, water sources, livelihoods,
olive groves, and displace villagers.

July21: Ankara Bar Association: “Scientific Processes Coherent with the Climate Law Must Be
Re-initiated”

Sendika

The Environmental and Urban Law Commission of the Ankara Bar Association calls President Erdogan to
reject the omnibus bill. The Bar statement emphasizes that this bill, passed so hastily in 10 days, is overtly
against Turkey’s “Net-Zero by 2053” goal. The omnibus bill revitalizes subsidies for lignite mining, boosts
emissions by increasing coal consumption, and bringing back the contentious mining bill that had been can-
celled by the State Council. The Bar Association calls for transparent, scientific, and participatory processes
that would result in regulations in harmony with the Climate Law.

Villagers from Mugla on hunger strike against the Omnibus Bill (MuglaHaber)
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https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/torba-yasa-mugla-da-48-koyu-tehdit-ediyor-2416526
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/281973
https://sendika.org/2025/07/ankara-barosundan-zeytinlik-aciklamasi-ve-erdogana-cagri-iklim-kanunu-ile-uyumlu-bilimsel-surec-yeniden-baslatilmali-730008

10.07.2025
Triumph of the villagers in Anamur!
Mersin
BirGiin
Two projects of mining and energy companies,
which wanted to encircle important agricultural and
touristic regions have been cancelled by the court.

11.07.2025
Dynamites will be laid down under 5.000 trees
Aydin
BirGiin

Doganlar Mining has started an Environmental
Impact Assessment process in Aydin’s Karpuzlu re-
gion, at the foothill of Latmos Mountains, to open a
new feldspar mine. Their plan is to carry out an open
mine method, detonating it with dynamites.

16.07.2025
Mountains resisted, jurisdiction cancelled
Aydin
BirGiin

The State Council annulled the “Environmental
Impact Assessment not needed” decision for the
feldspar mining project of Dingler Mining company.
Advocates for life have won!

22.07.2025
Captured Stray Dogs Died Due To Heat
Izmir
E THA
Some of the stray dogs which had been captured in
Dikili, Izmir and located in shelters with insufficient
shade, fresh air and water died from heat stroke.
This reanimated debates around the “massacre law”
enacted last year, which requires municipalities to
remove millions of stray dogs from the streets.

23.07.2025
The Government Wages War Against Nature
Evrensel
Urgent nationalization, an exceptional method that
governments adopt during wars or natural disasters,
has become a routine practice during the Justice
and Development Party (AKP) government with
the distinct purpose of creating profits and rent for
private corporations. Since the AKP came to power
in 2002, a total of 2537 plots of land have been
subjected to urgent nationalization, and put to the
service of corporations seeking additional profits.

24.07.2025
New Lawsuit Against the Cement Factory
Mugla
Mezopotamya News Agency
The planned cement factory in the Destin and Bayir
counties of Mugla was granted a positive Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) report by the
Ministry of Environment, Urbanisation and Climate
Change twice, and in both cases the administrative
court annulled the decision. Yet the project received
a positive EIA report for the third time, and the local
population is taking the case to the court for the
third time.

03.07-23.07.2025
Deforestation in Sirnak

July 3: Deforestation on Gabar Mountain Con-
tinues for the Fifth Year

Systematic deforestation continues under military
oversight in the Gabar and Cudi mountains. Log-
ging operations, conducted by village guards, have
expanded to districts like Uludere and Beytiissebap,
and are justified on the grounds of “security.”

July 5: Thousands of Trees Burned in Wildfire
A wildfire broke out in a forested area of Gabar
Mountain. Thousands of trees and numerous
animals were lost in the fire, which occurred in a
restricted military zone.

July 14: 270 Tons of Wood Cut Daily Under
Military Oversight

Ecological destruction in Sirnak is escalating due to
mining, hydropower projects, and deforestation. In
Gabar alone, an estimated 270 tons of wood are cut
daily under military supervision.

July 23: Tree Cutting Continues as Forest Entry
Ban Announced

Yeni Yasam & Mezopotamya News Agency
Hundreds of oak trees were felled in Gabar on the
same day the Sirnak Governor’s Office imposed a
forest entry ban until September 1, citing wildfire
risks. Locals criticized the ban as ironic, as state-
backed deforestation in the same areas continues
unabated.
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https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/282750
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/gabarda-agac-kiyimi-durmuyor/
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/gabardaki-yanginda-binlerce-agac-kule-dondu/
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/asker-gozetiyor-korucular-talan-ediyor-gunde-270-ton-agac-kesiliyor/
https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/gabar-daginda-agac-kiyimi-suruyor/
http://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/282628
https://www.birgun.net/haber/anamurda-direnen-koyluler-kazandi-637377
https://www.birgun.net/haber/5-bin-agacin-altina-dinamit-doseyecekler-637575
https://www.birgun.net/haber/dag-direndi-yargi-iptal-etti-638700
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/toplatilan-kopekler-sicaktan-oldu-208576
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/562530/akp-doneminde-sirketler-icin-2-bin-537-acele-kamulastirma-karari-alindi-iktidar-dogaya-karsi-savas-acti




