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At A Glance:
Ecological Developments
in October

Mining activity accelerated across Turkey
in October 2025, with new projects,
capacity expansions, and regulatory
changes opening larger areas of forests,
farmland, and water basins to extraction.
Local communities continued to resist
through lawsuits and on-the-ground
actions as ecological pressures intensified
nationwide.

4
On the Ground:
A Selection of News

Across Turkey, new mines, energy plants,
and construction projects escalated
environmental harm, triggering protests
and court battles as forests, rivers, and
farmlands facing threats.
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I.
AtA Glance: Ecological Developments in October

Mining Projects

* New Mining Projects Advance: Multiple new mining initiatives—including gold, copper, barite, mer-
mer (marble), bentonite, and coal projects—were proposed or approved in provinces such as Balikesir
Mersin, Tokat, Mugla, Sinop, Eskischir, and Aydin. expanding industrial activity into forests, farmland,
and water basins.

* Legal Challenges and Court Rulings Intensify: Communities across Didim, Karakaya, Diirtmen,
Kirikli, Fatsa, Eregli, Kiirtiin, and Kas pursued lawsuits against mining and stone quarry projects. Some
court decisions favored communities, with several “CED Not Required” approvals overturned.

* Local Resistance Grows: Villagers and ecological groups held road blockades, marches, press state-
ments, and long-term encampments in areas including Savsat, Pertek/Sekasur, Cogiirlii, Piliimiir,
Diirtmen, Fethive, and Karakaya to oppose mining activities threatening water resources, forests,
cultural heritage, and agricultural land.

* Major Regulatory Changes Introduced: Amendments to the Mining Regulation, published in the Of-
ficial Gazette, reorganized the licensing system—shifting some groups to “first application” rather than
auction—and allowed up to 24 months of free access in state forests for mining-related infrastructure,
raising concerns among environmental groups.

* (Cultural and Environmental Heritage at Risk: Several reports highlighted threats to areas with eco-
logical or archaeological significance—such as Bagirpasa Mountain (Dersim), Kas Gokcevazi’s archae-
ological zone, and Eskencidere Valley (Rize)—where companies continue or initiate operations despite
public opposition and earlier assurances.

Photography: Ozer Akdemir/ Evrense
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EnergyProjects

October witnessed a wave of new energy projects across Turkey, span-
ning solar (GES), wind (RES), hydroelectric (HES), and geothermal
developments.

Solar power (GES) expansion raises environmental and cultur-
al concerns, such as a project in Ankara planned directly on graz-
ing lands containing caves and archaeological remains, and new
GES installations in Izmir’s Karaburun threatening olive groves via
irregular permits.

Wind power (RES) projects are advancing despite risks to
forests and agricultural lands, including government approval for
a Swiss company’s project in Izmir’s Kozak Plateau requiring the
cutting of over 800 trees.

Hydropower (HES) projects continue to threaten vital water
sources and ecosystems, including plans for the Balcilar Dam in
Mugla that would cut 91,000+ trees and divert irrigation water,
while long-running HES operations in Van’s Muradive Waterfall
are causing severe water depletion and ecological decline.
Geothermal (JES) licensing accelerates nationwide, with thou-
sands of hectares in Isparta opened to exploration, including areas
close to major agricultural basins and water resources. Environ-
mental experts warn of severe ecological risks from new geother-
mal wells, such as in Aydin’s Germencik—already hosting one of
Turkey’s highest JES concentrations—where a court-appointed
expert panel opposed a new drilling project due to threats to soil,
water, and human health.

Droughtand Water Crisis

Water bodies across Turkey are shrinking at an alarming rate,
with Lake Beyschir partially merging with the mainland, Lake Ulas
completely drying up, and significant water withdrawal recorded

in Ercek and Sihke lakes. Reservoirs and dams show critically low
levels, including Nigde, Yozgat, Konya, Bursa, and Istanbul, where
historic lows have exposed old structures and forced widespread
water restrictions.

Ecologically important wetlands and lakes are collapsing,
including the complete drying of Karacabey Longozu and severe
retreat of Iznik Lake, threatening bird habitats, fish populations,
and local livelihoods.

Nationwide precipitation has fallen to its lowest levels in over
five decades, with 2025 rainfall 26% below long-term averages and
severe drought expanding across Marmara, Aegean, Mediterra-
nean, and Central Anatolia.
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On the Ground: A Selection of News

The monthly Polen Ekoloji Bulletin in English comprises a selection of news on environmental destruction
and environmentalist resistance from the more comprehensive monthly bulletin in Turkish. Both bulletins

are available here.

01-20.10.2025
Tree massacre in Dorsin, Diyarbakir (Kulp)

October 1: Mezopotamya Agency

In the Eskar neighborhood’s Mezra Xus area,
located at the foot of Dorsin Mountain in the Pasur
(Kulp) district of Amed, tree cutting by village
guards and residents from nearby neighborhoods
has been ongoing for 20 days. Reports indicate that
around five truckloads of felled trees are removed
from the area each day, with a total of about 100
truckloads taken so far. Footage from the site
reveals the scale of the destruction and the severe
environmental damage caused by the deforestation.

October 6: Mczopotamya Agency

The Pasir Hesandin Plateau Protection Platform
held a rally in Amed’s Pastir (Kulp) district under
the slogan “We will stop the destruction of our air,
water, and soil.”

October 8: Mezopotamya Agency

A mass march was held in Amed demanding an im-
mediate end to the ongoing environmental destruc-
tion in Pastr.

October 15: Mezopotamya Agency

DEM Party MP Serhat Eren brought the ongoing
deforestation at the foot of Dorsin Mountain to the
parliamentary agenda, calling for immediate action
to halt the tree cutting.

October 20: Mezopotamya Agency

Tree cutting continues in the area where the Es-
kar and Beyrok neighborhoods meet at the foot of
Dorsin Mountain. In response to a parliamentary
inquiry about the mining exploitation in Hesendin,
the Ministry claimed that the 2008 “No Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) Required” deci-
sion remains valid, asserting that there is no need
for a new assessment.

02.10.2025
Villagers protesting against mining in Artvin
Evrensel
Villagers in Maden, a village in Artvin’s Savsat
district, protested plans to reopen a mine that was
shut down in the 1960s. They noted that nature has
still not recovered from the environmental damage
caused by the mining operations, which began in the
1890s under Russian control and continued until
1960. In their statements, residents voiced strong
opposition to any renewed mining activity in the
area. Despite having no permits or Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) application, a company
called Erkan Madencilik reportedly entered the site
to conduct road and infrastructure inspections.

08-16.10.2025
Ecological Devastation in Dersim

October 8: Mezopotamya Agency

The Dérsim branch of the Human Rights Asso-
ciation (IHD) held a statement at their office on
the growing ecological damage from mining, HES
construction, deforestation, and pollution. Branch
President Nursat Yesil said, “Nature in many parts
of the city, including Sekasur, Hozat (Xozat),
Ovacik (Pulur), Cevizlidere, Sin, Geyiksuyu, Iksor
(Saritas) and Pilemuriye (Piiliimiir), is under threat
from profit-driven projects.”

October 8: Mezopotamya Agency

The protest camp set up in Sekasur Mezrasi, Pértag,
against a planned 2,200-decare pumice and sand
quarry affecting Bargini village in Xozat (Hozat) and
Zeve, Orcan, and Desiman villages in Pértag, has
continued for its 103rd day.

October 16: Evrensel

The court annulled the Ministry’s decision that
downgraded the protection status of Munzur
Springs in Ovacik, Dersim, a site of significant
ecological and cultural importance, to the second
degree.
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03.10.2025
Ministry Approval for Swiss Company’s Wind Projectin Kozak: Atleast 828 trees will be cut
[zmir
Evrensel
The Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change approved Nesma Energy’s wind project in
Bergama Kozak Plateau. The Swiss-owned project will result in the felling of at least 828 trees.

04.10.2025
“We Won’t Give Qur Land” Campaing Calls for the Suspension of the “Occupation™ Law
Nationwide
BirGun
The Constitutional Court will begin reviewing the annulment application for the law known publicly as
the “occupation law” on October 8. The “We Won’t Give Our Land” campaign has repeated its call for a
suspension of the law.

09.10.2025
Call for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in Aliaga Ship Dismantling
Izmir
Etha
The Izmir Ship Dismantling Coordination reacted to the exemption of shipbreaking facilities in Aliaga from
the EIA process, demanding all activities be halted until the process is completed. At a press conference,
Selma Akdogan from the Chamber of Environmental Engineers warned of irregularities, pollution, and
public health risks, reminding that 15,000 tons of buried waste had surfaced in Aliaga.

10.10.2025
Mapping Research from Polen Ecology Collective Against Mining Plunder
Etha
The Polen Ecology Collective has prepared a comprehensive study using MAPEG data, showing the envi-
ronmental destruction caused by mining projects across Turkey. The collective stated that the study aims to
strengthen organization and united resistance against extractivism. The statement emphasized that mining
destruction constitutes a multifaceted attack, including ecological devastation, labor exploitation, displace-
ment, and threats to public health. Polen Ecology added, “Water sources, agricultural lands, centers of be-
lief, and memory spaces are under attack by capital; there is no way forward other than active and legitimate
resistance,” calling on workers in cities and villages to join the struggle. The collective announced that the
maps from the study will be shared on social media in the coming days.

Zenir Mining Seeks to Increase Its Exploitation Zone 83-Fold in Balikesir

BirGun

In Bigadig district of Balikesir, Zenit Mining has launched a new Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
process to increase gold and silver production 83-fold. The project will operate on a 94-hectare area, mostly
forest, with an annual capacity of 2.5 million tons. The total project cost is 28 million TL.

12.10.2025
$2 Billion Area Opened for Construction in Cesme
[zmir
Evrensel

Following the decision in September to convert Reges Hotel in Cesme Boyalik into a residence, about 24.3
hectares of land were opened for development by the [zmir Metropolitan Municipality Council within the
scope of the “Cesme Tourism Project” prepared in 2018. The Cesme Environmental Association board
protested the decision.

Polen Ekoloji Bulletin -~ 5


https://www.evrensel.net/haber/575291/kozakta-isvicre-sirktinin-res-projesine-bakanlik-onayi-proje-hayata-gecerse-en-az-828-agac-kesilecek
https://www.birgun.net/haber/halkin-cigligini-duyun-yurutmeyi-durdurun-658524
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/ced-sureci-tamamlanana-dek-gemi-sokum-faaliyetleri-durdurulmali-210656
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/polen-ekoloji-ekstraktivizme-karsi-mucadeleye-katki-sunacak-calisma-baslatiyor-210679
https://www.birgun.net/haber/talani-83-kat-buyutmek-istiyorlar-659946
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/577145/cesmede-2-milyar-dolarlik-alan-imara-acildi

14.10.2025
Istanbul Faces the Driest Summer in 65 Years: Rainfall Decreased by 53%
Istanbul
Evrensel
Istanbul experienced its driest summer in 65 years, with rainfall decreasing by 53%. Cities such as Canak-
kale, [zmir, and Bursa also recorded the lowest summer rainfall in decades.

14-28.10.2025
Three New Geothermal Power Plant Wells Are Being Drilled in Germencik, Aydin
October 14: Evrensel
Three geothermal wells planned by “Maren Maras Electricity Generation Industry and Trade Inc.,” part
of Kipas Holding Energy Group, will be located in the middle of agricultural lands. The wells are set to be
drilled within a 1,175-hectare parcel inside the 7,745-hectare “geothermal resources and natural mineral
water operation license” area. Like other geothermal power plants and wells in the region, the sites are very
close to residential areas and water resources.

October 28: Evrensel
In Aydin, four out of five expert reviewers opposed Maren Enerji’s planned geothermal well. The experts
stated that the project would harm agriculture, water resources, and the local ecosystem.

15.10.2025
“Black Report™ from the Right to Clean Air Platform: All of Turkey breathes dirty air
Nationwide
Evrensel
According to the 2024 “Black Report,” no province in Turkey met the World Health Organization’s air
quality guidelines. Osmaniye, [gdir, and Malatya ranked as the top three provinces with the highest par-
ticulate pollution. Traffic, industry, and thermal power plants were among the main sources. Residents in
regions such as Bursa-Kestel, Osmaniye, and Sirnak breathed unhealthy air for more than 250 days (70% of
the year).

17.10.2025
Earthquake Zones Turn Into Extraction Zones as Mining Projects Multiply
Nationwide
BirGun

After the earthquakes centered in Maras, mining projects have devastated cities. With the EIA process
reduced to a formality, hundreds of concrete plants and quarries have become operational. Eleven provinc-
es, led by Hatay praised by Minister Kurum as “dazzling” now resemble construction sites. According to
the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization, and Climate Change, Hatay has 160 quarries and 86 concrete
plants as of this month. Illegal concrete plants near residential areas, water sources, and farmland are found
almost on every corner. The number of quarries, which was 22 before the earthquake, jumped to 150 last
week and 160 this month. Activists warn that these numbers are increasing further due to unlicensed proj-
ects. Activists warn that these numbers are increasing further due to unlicensed projects. Updated figures
for projects granted EIA approval after February 6 in earthquake-affected provinces are as follows: Hatay:
114, Maras: 50, Osmaniye: 22, Adana: 29, Adiyaman: 52, Diyarbakir: 66, Gaziantep: 17, Elazig: 20, Kilis:
5, Malatya: 52, Sanlurfa: 31.
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19-20.10.2025
Second Mesopotamia Water Forum Held in Amed
October 19: Mezopotamya Agency
At the 2nd Mesopotamia Water Forum held in Amed, participants discussed barriers to water access, eco-
logical damage, and proposed measures to protect water resources.

October 20: Mczopotamya Agency

Highlighting the vital importance of water for life, Polen Ecology member irem Aydemir emphasized that
depriving people of access to water constitutes a direct violation of the right to life. She stated: “This is
clearly visible in interstate politics. Beyond state policies, the multinational companies they cooperate with
also play a significant role in this issue. Current profit-driven projects -oil, dams, various infrastructure
initiatives- are carried out under the guise of managing rivers or water sources. However, these projects also
carry the implicit aim of ‘managing’ the local populations. This approach stems from a mindset of domi-
nance, classifying certain lives as more valuable than others. These value judgments are often determined by
where you live, your skin color, language, or beliefs.”

25.10.2025
Energy and Mining Projects Encircle Van’s Edremit District
Evrensel
In Van’s Edremit district, which spans just 290 square kilometers and already hosts four solar power proj-
ects and six mining sites, the trustee administration is preparing a new project.

29.10.2025
Daily Loss of Natural Areas in Turkey Reaches the Size of 116 Football Fields
Nationwide
Evrensel
Turkey ranks first in Europe for environmental destruction, losing an area equivalent to 116 football fields
every day. Organized industrial zones and large-scale projects are driving the greatest damage.

Widespread Mining Expansion: 5,750 New Permits Expected in Three Years
Nationwide
Evrensel
Government policies have turned vast areas of the country into mining zones. By the end of this year, 1,800
new exploration licenses are expected to be issued, with a target of 5,750 new mining permits over the next
three years.

30.10.2025
Mining Law Amendment Released in the Official Gazette
Nationwide
Mezopotamya Agency
The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources’ “Regulation on Amendments to the Mining Regulation” was
published in the Official Gazette. The amendment revised the method for granting mining licenses. Un-
der the new system, mining licenses for Group 1, Group 2 (a) and (c), Group 3, and Group 5 areas will be
granted through tenders, while Group 2 (b) and Group 4 areas will be granted on a first-application basis. In
addition, rules for mining in forests and related Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) requirements have
been updated. Before a mining license is issued in forest areas, applicants must obtain a coordinate list and
numerical data for the site from the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry via e-Government. Exploration,
operation, and mining activities within forests, including necessary facilities, roads, energy, water, com-
munication, and infrastructure, will be granted free permits under the “Forest Laws” for up to 24 months
within three months of application. Furthermore, a performance bond must be submitted to the General
Directorate of Forestry, and the permit duration may be extended by 12 months upon request.
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