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At A Glance:
Ecological Developments

in November
In November 2025, communities across
Turkey intensified resistance against
mining, energy, and industrial projects
that threaten water resources, biodiversity,
farmland, and public health. Our bulletin
highlights the growing power of large
corporations backed by state approvals,
alongside sustained grassroots, legal, and
ecological struggles for the right to land,
water, and the city.

4

On the Ground:

A Selection of News
In November 2025, at least 15 major
extractive projects, 6 energy projects,
and 5 large-scale industrial or urban
infrastructure projects advanced across
Turkey. These developments triggered
over 20 documented cases of community
resistance including protests, marches,
lawsuits, and public campaigns.
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I.
AtA Glance: Ecological Developments in November

Mining Projects

*  Community Resistance and Grassroots Mobilization: Across Turkey, villagers and local communities
mounted sustained resistance against mining, quarry, and extraction projects threatening their land,
water, and livelihoods. From Artvin, Corum, Osmaniye, and Samsun to Aydin, Tokat, and Manisa, res-
idents organized marches, tractor protests, occupation watches, and public forums, frequently empha-
sizing risks to drinking water, agriculture, and human health. In several cases, protests were met with
police or military intervention, highlighting the escalating tension between communities and extractive
companies.

* Ecological Destruction and Biodiversity Loss: Many projects target ecologically sensitive areas,
including forests, wetlands, water basins, and endemic habitats such as Murat Dagi, Kazdaglari, Sevfe
River, Latmos, Akbelen Forest, and the Toros Mountains. Reports consistently warn of irreversible
damage to biodiversity, groundwater, forests, and agricultural systems due to cyanide leaching, open-pit
mining, and quarry expansion.

* Legal Struggles and Partial Victories: Communities increasingly turned to courts, resulting in some
significant legal wins: CED exemptions were suspended, permits annulled, and projects halted, such as
the Kas marble quarry and Manisa’s sand-gravel mine. However, many rulings were ignored or by-
passed, with companies continuing operations despite ongoing lawsuits.

* Corporate Power and State Approval: Large conglomerates—including Cengiz, Limak, Koza, Ce-
likler, and Ko¢-Fernas partnerships—received state approvals for large-scale mining, often involving
cyanide use and massive land expansion.

Photography: Ozer Akdemir/ Evrensel
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https://www.evrensel.net/haber/581428/bazgiretliler-madene-karsi-yurudu-hod-ve-cerattepe-de-bir-ilic-olmasin
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/karakaya-halki-tas-ocagina-karsi-eylemlerini-surduruyor-211196
https://www.birgun.net/haber/osmaniye-de-tas-ocagina-karsi-direnis-suruyor-670944
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/583580/samsun-kavakta-tas-ocagina-halktan-tepki-su-kaynaklarimiz-zarar-gordu
https://www.birgun.net/haber/latmosta-madene-karsi-mucadele-666305
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582448/calbabada-madene-mera-komisyonu-karari-mahkemece-iptal-edildi
https://www.birgun.net/haber/madene-degil-yasama-oncelik-verin-671744
https://www.birgun.net/haber/murat-daginda-madene-gecit-yok-666404
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582227/kazdaglarindaki-altin-madeni-ankarada-protesto-edildi-idkyi-iptal-et-ced-surecini-sonlandir
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582487/seyfe-golunun-su-toplama-havzasinin-yuzde-94une-madenlere-ruhsatlanmis
https://www.birgun.net/haber/latmosta-madene-karsi-mucadele-66630
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/584263/akbelen-ormani-yok-edilerek-acik-maden-ocagi-haline-getirildi-ikizkoylulerin-hukuk-mucadelesi-devam-ediyor
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/581953/toroslar-maden-tehdidi-altinda-maden-sahasi-21-kat-genisletilecek
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/kastaki-mermer-ocagi-projesi-durduruldu-211200
https://www.birgun.net/haber/madene-degil-yasama-oncelik-verin-671744

EnergyProjects

November witnessed a wave of new energy projects across Turkey:

Solar Energy Projects (GES): In Mardin’s Midyad region, 1,110
decares of grazing land are planned for a solar power plant. In_
Izmir’s Karaburun Kiiciikbahce, a solar power plant project is
facing legal opposition from local communities and civil initiatives
due to threats to grazing and agricultural lands.

Wind Energy Projects (RES): In Canakkale’s Kaz Daglari,
Innovative Energy’s wind project, approved by the Ministry of
Environment, will result in the cutting of 3,066 trees. In Edirne’s
Enez-Candir, an 8-turbine wind project with storage facilities
threatens Gala Lake, Meri¢ Delta ecosystems, and local agricultur-
al and forest lands, prompting legal challenges from residents and
NGOs. In Dersim’s Piiliimiir, a six-village wind project is similarly
contested for violating public and environmental interests.
Hydroelectric Projects (HES): In Ankara, Kecikaya and Bozgakir
HES projects approved on the Polatl river will affect water re-
sources, prompting citizen lawsuits. In Konva Taskent, a GES-
HES hybrid project was annulled by court due to misrepresented
land and unassessed environmental risks. Munzur Valley in Dersim

is legally protected from HES and dam projects to preserve its
unique ecosystem.

Geothermal Projects (JES): In Aydin, Efendi Jeotermal plans
new wells in Kuyucak after previous resistance in Mezekoy. In
Manisa, Zorlu Jeotermal’s project was canceled by court. Local
environmental groups in Usak and Salihli continue mobilizing
against geothermal and mining projects. In Germencik, Avdin, a
geothermal plant explosion highlights ongoing oversight deficien-
cies.

Urban Rights

In November 2025, communities across Turkey mobilized against

widespread violations of the right to the city, environmental justice,

and public health. Residents protested toxic waste facilities in_Izmir’s
Harmandali, industrial and OSB projects threatening farmland in
Zonguldak and Kocacli, plastic waste imports in Adana, and industrial

pollution contaminating the Tigris River in Divarbakir. Courts upheld
protections for Istanbul’s Sazlidere drinking water basin, while urban

green spaces in Hatay and Kadikoy faced development pressures.

People demanded the return of public land in Izmir’s Basmane district,
emphasizing transparency, public ownership, and residents’ rights to

healthy, livable cities.
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https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/midyadda-1110-dekar-meraya-ges/

https://www.evrensel.net/haber/585357/kucukbahcelilerden-bilirkisi-heyetine-cagri-raporu-bilimsel-gercekler-ve-yerel-itirazlar-dogrultusunda-hazirlayin
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/585357/kucukbahcelilerden-bilirkisi-heyetine-cagri-raporu-bilimsel-gercekler-ve-yerel-itirazlar-dogrultusunda-hazirlayin
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/kaz-daglari-nda-yeni-tehdit-temiz-enerji-adiyla-yeni-kiyim-2448735
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582700/ruzgar-santrali-icin-ced-olumlu-karari-gala-golu-tehlikede
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582700/ruzgar-santrali-icin-ced-olumlu-karari-gala-golu-tehlikede
https://www.birgun.net/haber/alti-koyu-kapsayan-res-projesine-dava-670574
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/kuraklikla-bogusan-ankara-da-abd-li-sirketin-cay-uzerindeki-projesi-onaylandi-dava-yolda-baskentin-suyu-hes-e-2453616
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582238/mahkeme-ges-projesine-verilen-ced-kararini-iptal-etti
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/585935/munzur-vadisi-icin-kritik-karar-baraj-ve-heslerle-yok-edilmesi-hukuken-imk-nsiz
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/583695/efendi-jeotermal-sirketine-bir-meze-daha-verdiler-mezekoyu-kazip-terkeden-sirket-simdi-de-kuyucakta-jeotermal-sondaji-yapacak
https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/292888
https://www.birgun.net/haber/germencikte-enerji-santrali-patlamasi-672292
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582289/harmandali-halki-danistay-kararinin-uygulanmamasina-karsi-nobette-halk-sagligi-hice-sayiliyor
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582289/harmandali-halki-danistay-kararinin-uygulanmamasina-karsi-nobette-halk-sagligi-hice-sayiliyor
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/584299/zonguldakta-planlanan-osb-koyluleri-ayaga-kaldirdi
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/584479/kartepede-yapilmak-istenen-celik-haddehaneye-tepki-halk-sagligini-ciddi-seklide-etkileyecek

https://mezopotamyaajansi43.com/EKOLOJI/content/view/291491?page=2

https://yeniyasamgazetesi9.com/avkamed-tesisinden-dicleye-zehir-akiyor/
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582636/tokinin-yurutmeyi-durdurma-talebine-mahkemeden-ret-sazlidere-baraji-icme-suyu-havzasi-statusunu-koruyor
https://www.birgun.net/haber/oksijen-kaynagi-imara-aciliyor-669411
https://www.birgun.net/haber/kadikoy-kozyataginda-agac-kesimine-tepki-mahalleli-cinaralti-yesil-alani-icin-sokaga-cikti-671207
https://pirha.org/165-kurumdan-ortak-cagri-basmane-cukuru-izmirlilere-iade-edilsin-video-494680.html/27/11/2025/

II.
On the Ground: A Selection of News

The monthly Polen Ekoloji Bulletin in English comprises a selection of news on environmental destruction
and environmentalist resistance from the more comprehensive monthly bulletin in Turkish. Both bulletins

are available here.

02.11.2025
Authorities Approve Kirsehir Gold Mine Backed
by Ko¢ Holding-Fernas Partnership
Kirsehir
Yeni Demokrasi
Turkey’s Ministry of Environment approved a con-
troversial gold mining project in the Kervansaray
Mountains near Kirsehir, led by DEFAS, a joint
venture involving Ko¢ Holding and Fernas, owned
by AKP MP Ferhat Nastroglu. The decision was
finalized at the third Environmental Impact Review
Commission meeting, despite objections from mu-
nicipalities, environmental groups, and professional
chambers. Kirsehir Mayor Selahattin Ekicioglu
warned that around 200,000 tons of concentrated
ore would be exported annually, raising concerns
about the extraction and loss of valuable elements
without transparent oversight. Local platforms also
stressed severe risks to water resources in one of
Turkey’s driest regions, pledging continued legal
resistance.

03.11.2025
Plastic-Free Ports Project Launched in Foca and
Mordogan
[zmir
Evrensel

The Plastic-Free Ports Project, aiming to re-

duce plastic pollution in Turkey and Tunisia,

was launched on October 21 in [zmir. Led by
WWF-Mediterranean and planned to run for three
years, the project focuses on reducing plastic waste
atits source in the ports of Foca and Mordogan,
particularly from tourism and fishing activities. It
promotes a circular model involving fishers, port
workers, recycling companies, and local govern-
ments. Experts emphasized the importance of politi-
cal responsibility and international cooperation in
combating marine plastic pollution. The opening
meeting concluded with a workshop where partic-
ipants shared policy and practice-based solution
proposals.

05.11.2025
57,000 Trees to Be Cut for Cengiz Holding’s
Cyanide Gold Mine: The Mine Will Destroy Local
Livelihoods
Eskisehir
A cyanide-based gold and silver mining project
planned by ETI Bakir A.S., a subsidiary of Cengiz
Holding, has received environmental approval in
Eskisehir. The project will result in the cutting of
over 57,000 trees and significant changes to local
topography, threatening agriculture, beekeeping,
and livestock farming. Residents warn that cyanide
leach ponds and intensive water use from the Sa-
karya River will harm public health and crops. Crit-
ics point out serious inconsistencies in the revised
Environmental Impact Assessment, including the
removal of active fault line data and drastic changes
to water-use figures. Endemic species and wildlife
are expected to suffer irreversible damage.

08.11.2025
186 of Turkey’s 240 lakes have dried up
Countrywide

Turkey is facing an escalating climate crisis marked
by severe water loss and desertification, according
to areport by DEM Party MP Sinan Ciftyiirek. Of
240 lakes in Turkey, 186 have already dried up,
while the remaining 54 are at risk. Ciftyiirek warns
that desertification could spread across much of the
country within 50-60 years, threatening biodiver-
sity, agriculture, and freshwater supplies. Wildlife
populations have reportedly declined by 73 percent.
Key regions such as the Amik and Konya plains may
become unsuitable for farming. Ciftyiirek calls for
urgent measures, including ending environmentally
destructive mining and reducing fossil fuel use.
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https://www.yenidemokrasi36.net/bakanlik-kirsehirde-altin-madenine-onay-verdi-yillik-200-bin-ton-konsantre-edilmis-ham-madde-yurt-disina-gidecek/
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/581759/akdenizin-iki-yakasi-plastik-kirliligine-karsi-birlesti
https://www.polenekoloji.org/polen-bulten-mayis-2025/
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582166/cengiz-holdingin-siyanurlu-altin-madeni-icin-57-bin-agac-kesilecek-maden-halkin-gecim-kaynagini-bitirecek
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/582835/turkiyede-240-golun-186si-kurudu

10.11.2025
120 million tons of waste generated in Turkey in
oneyear: 42 million tons hazardous
Countrywide
BirGun
Turkey’s statistical office (TUIK) released its 2024
waste statistics, reporting a total of 120 million tons
of waste generated across manufacturing, mining,
thermal power plants, organized industrial zones
(OSBs), and households, including 42.2 million
tons of hazardous waste. Mining dominated overall
waste volumes, reaching over 1 billion tons when
excavation materials were included. Thermal power
plants produced 26.5 million tons, mostly ash and
slag. Municipalities collected 32.3 million tons of
waste, averaging 1.09 kg per person daily. In total,
195 million tons of waste were processed nation-
wide, with 139 million tons disposed of and only 56
million tons recovered or recycled.

11.11.2025
Turkey processes 75 million tons more waste
thanit produces
Countrywide
Evrensel
Turkey’s Statistical Institute (TUIK) announced its
2024 waste statistics, reporting that 120 million
tons of waste were generated domestically, while
195 million tons were processed. According to
Prof. Dr. Erkan Aktas from Mersin University, the
75-million-ton gap indicates that Turkey is process-
ing large amounts of imported waste, creating a hid-
den environmental burden. TUIK does not disclose
how much of the processed waste is imported, its
origin, or its type. Aktas emphasized that “process-
ing” largely means disposal rather than recycling:
139 million tons were landfilled or destroyed,
while only 56 million tons were recovered, and just
448,000 tons converted into energy. He argued
that Turkey has become a country that buries waste
rather than valorizing it. Aktas also criticized the
“Zero Waste” policy as a symbolic showcase, noting
that weak regulations and low environmental costs
have turned Turkey into a global waste destination
after China banned waste imports. He called for an
immediate ban on waste imports and a shift toward a
truly waste-free economic model.

15-19.11.2025
Cengiz Holding’s Cyanide Confession: “There Is
No Guarantee That Leaks Won’t Occur”
Artvin

15 November:

Evrensel

In Artvin Murgul, the new copper and cyanide leach
plant project by Eti Bakir A.S., a subsidiary of Cen-
giz Holding, faced opposition from local residents.
During a meeting held on November 13, citizens
specifically questioned the safety of the leach ponds.
Eti Bakir’s Environmental Director Yusuf Topcu
stated, “In engineering, there is no such thing as
zero; 100% leak-proof guarantees cannot be given,”
which fueled further concerns. Residents opposed
the new facilities, noting that the existing Lebiskiir
Waste Storage Facility has been leaking for years,
and also raised the company’s 2014 pledge not to
produce cyanide. The meeting also addressed Mur-
gul’s geology, which is prone to landslides. Citizens
warned that the leach ponds pose serious risks due
to ground movement and cracking.

18 November: Evrensel

The Emek Party (EMEP) Arhavi District called

on Artvin residents and democratic forces to

unite against the planned cyanide leach plantin
Murgul. The statement described the projectas a
capital-driven attack threatening the environment,
natural resources, and community life, emphasizing
that the struggle defends life, labor, and the region’s
future through organized, collective action.

19 November: Evrensel

The “No to Cyanide in Murgul™ march, organized
by the Murgul Siyaniire Hayir Platform, began at
Damar Mahallesi Square and ended at Eti Bakir’s
mining center. Citizens, political party representa-
tives, and NGOs participated. Speakers, including
CHP MPs Ugur Bayraktutan and Harun Ozgiir
Yildizli, emphasized unity across political lines,
defending Murgul’s land, water, and life. Mayor
Mehmet Yildirim stressed that the issue transcends
politics, framing the cyanide plant as a threat to
community safety and survival.
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 https://www.birgun.net/haber/turkiyede-bir-yilda-120-milyon-ton-atik-olustu-42-milyon-tonu-tehlikeli-667681
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/583374/turkiye-urettigi-atiktan-75-milyon-ton-daha-fazlasini-isliyor-dunyanin-atigi-da-bize
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/584087/cengiz-holdingten-siyanur-itirafi-sizinti-olmayacaginin-garantisi-yok

https://www.evrensel.net/haber/584498/emep-arhavi-ilce-orgutu-murgulda-siyanurlu-lic-tesisine-karsi-ortak-mucadeleye
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/584666/artvinde-halk-lic-havuzlarina-karsi-meydandaydi-siyanure-karsi-mucadelede-edecegiz

13.11.2025
CED Approval for Limak Holding’s Toxic Mining Project
Balikesir
Evrensel
Limak Holding’s subsidiary Altmordu Madencilik has received Environmental Impact Assessment (CED)
approval for a cyanide-based gold mining project in Balikesir, despite severe environmental risks. The proj-
ect will involve cutting nearly 20,000 trees and using hundreds of thousands of tons of hazardous chemicals
annually, including cyanide, sodium hydroxide, and hydrochloric acid. Located in an ecologically sensitive
area that includes parts of the Kazdaglari region, the mine will affect forests, pastures, and agricultural land.
Over the past decade, Balikesir has seen 429 mining projects approved, highlighting the intense pressure of
extractive industries on the region.

17.11.2025
Meric’s Water to Be Transported to Organized Industrial Zones (OSB)
Edirne
Sendika.org
The final Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report has been published for the project planned to pro-
vide industrial and utility water from the Meric River. Under the project, a pumping station to be established
in Edirne’s Uzunkoprii district will extract more than 7.2 cubic meters of water per second from the river.
The water will be supplied to contracted areas, including the Corlu Organized Industrial Zone, the Cerkez-
koy Organized Industrial Zone, and surrounding OSBs in Tekirdag. The report also foresees the construc-
tion of three reservoirs (Yenikoy, Kadriye, Nadirli On D6niim) and material quarries totaling approximately
516 hectares. Project areas cover numerous villages, neighborhoods, and towns in Edirne, Kirklareli, and
Tekirdag.

Villagers Protest Organized Industrial Zones (OSB) in Zonguldak

Zonguldak

Sendika.org

Planned Organized Industrial Zones (OSBs) in Aydinlar and Siileymanbeyler villages, Karadeniz Eregli
district, faced strong opposition from local residents. Villagers warned that the OSB plans seriously threaten
fertile agricultural lands, living areas, and local water basins. They protested with the slogan, “We will pro-
tect our land, village, and future.” Residents criticized the site selection for ignoring first-class farmland and
forested areas, highlighted that they were not informed during the process, and noted the lack of compre-
hensive technical and social impact assessments.

18.11.2025
Call from the Turkey Ship Recycling Monitoring Coordination to the EU: Cancel Ship Recycling
Approvalsin Aliaga
Izmir
Evrensel

The Turkey Ship Recycling Monitoring Coordination called on the European Commission to revoke all

EU approvals for ship recycling facilities in Aliaga, citing repeated violations of waste management, as-
bestos handling, and leakage control. In a press conference, Selma Akdogan highlighted unsafe working
conditions, environmental risks, and exemptions from Environmental Impact Assessment procedures. The
coordination criticized “beach dismantling” methods and double standards allowing banned practices. They
urged the EU to update approval procedures, ensure safe, healthy, and sustainable ship recycling practices,
and collaborate with Turkish authorities and civil society to protect coastal ecosystems and human rights.
Several NGOs and local organizations endorsed the call.
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https://www.evrensel.net/haber/583697/limak-holdingin-zehrine-ced-onayi
https://sendika.org/2025/11/mericin-suyunu-osblere-tasiyacak-nihai-rapor-aciklandi-737462
https://sendika.org/2025/11/zonguldakta-koylulerden-osb-protestosu-topragimizi-gelecegimizi-koruyacagiz-737465
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/584490/koordinasyondan-abye-cagri-aliagadaki-gemi-sokum-onaylari-iptal-edilsin

U.S.-based Hydropower Projects on Ankara River Spark Local Opposition Amid Drought
Ankara

Y

Cumhuriyet

In Ankara, the government’s approval of two hydropower projects on the Ankara River has raised concerns
amid ongoing drought. U.S.-based H2O International received Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
approval for the 18-stage, 54-turbine “Kecikaya Archimedes Screw HES” and the 16-unit “Bozcakir Archi-
medes Screw HES,” valued at nearly 2 billion TL combined. Both projects aim to generate electricity using
water from local regulators, but residents fear impacts on prime agricultural land. Citizens have filed law-
suits against the approvals and compulsory expropriation orders, pledging continued resistance to protect
water sources, local agriculture, and community livelihoods.

Parliamentary Oversight Fails on Animal Rights in Turkey

Countrywide

Etha

The Animal Rights Monitoring Committee (HAKIM) reported that in the first half of 2025, Turkey’s Par-
liament showed significant gaps in oversight on animal rights. Of 48 parliamentary questions submitted, 22
went unanswered, and many responses were superficial. Key issues—including imported animals, disease
data, wildlife protection, and shelter conditions—remained largely unaddressed, leaving the public unin-
formed. Two parliamentary research proposals on animal rights were submitted by DEM Party deputies but
were blocked or ignored due to the current parliamentary majority. HAKIM emphasized that transparency,
accountability, and pluralism are essential for strengthening animal rights and democratic governance in
Turkey.

19-22.11.2025
Akbelen Turned into a Desertin Two Months
Mugla
19 November: Yeni Demokrasi
In Akbelen Forest, located in ikizkoy, Milas district of Mugla, coal mining operations have resulted in the
cutting of hundreds of thousands of pine trees, the removal of olive groves, and the transformation of the
area into a largely barren landscape within just two months. Residents, reacting to the rapid destruction of
forests and agricultural land, stated that the activities in Akbelen are irreversibly damaging their living spac-
es and affirmed that they will continue their struggle.

22 November: BirGiin

A site inspection took place yesterday in the lawsuit against the exemption of tree cutting and mining ac-
tivities in Akbelen from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process. Life defenders protested the
inspection, saying, “When the soil goes, we go t0o.”

27.11.2025
Izmir Demands Basmane Land Returned to Public Use
[zmir
Pirha

In Izmir, 165 NGOs, associations, and political groups issued a joint statement demanding the “Basmane
Cukuru” land, long unused and slated for a cultural center, be fully returned to public ownership. The
groups emphasized the area’s integration with Kiiltiirpark and rejected commercial development such as
shopping malls, labeling it urban crime. The statement, read by architect ilker Kahraman, highlighted the
need for transparency and public approval in planning processes and criticized past unlawful transfers to
private interests. Activists marched to [zmir Metropolitan Municipality to submit their petition and pledged
to monitor the ongoing property transfer case.
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https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/cevre/kuraklikla-bogusan-ankara-da-abd-li-sirketin-cay-uzerindeki-projesi-onaylandi-dava-yolda-baskentin-suyu-hes-e-2453616
https://etha55.com/haberdetay/hakim-meclisin-hayvan-haklari-raporunu-acikladi-211528
https://www.yenidemokrasi36.net/akbelen-iki-ayda-cole-dondu/
https://www.birgun.net/haber/akbelen-icin-adalet-arayisi-670885
https://pirha.org/165-kurumdan-ortak-cagri-basmane-cukuru-izmirlilere-iade-edilsin-video-494680.html/27/11/2025/
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